

2013 February/March Message of the Month

FNS Update

· Recommendations are being reviewed and assessed from USDA’s Paperwork Reduction Workgroup to identify policies or procedures that could potentially be released now.  Expect memos on consolidated Head Start guidance and opportunities that state agencies already have the flexibility to implement.
· Census data is coming out and will be released to state agencies via memo.

· FNS is issuing guidance and clarification on health and safety standards to assist with monitoring.

· FNS staff is working on their presentations for the FRAC Conference in March.
Workgroup Updates

· USDA’s Paperwork Reduction Workgroup – Ellen Farrell, Past-president of the Association, is representing the CACFP NPA on this committee along with several other state agency representatives.  In February a subcommittee of the task force issued a survey to sponsors designed to capture information identifying areas that appear to create paperwork burdens and the cause and effect of those burdens.  The response rate has been very high.   A similar survey will be sent to state agencies to obtain the same type of information from the state perspective.  Survey results from both will be used to prepare a set of recommendations to Congress.   
· Sponsor’s Consortium Workgroup -- Lynne Torpy, current Association President is serving on the Consortium of representatives from sponsoring organizations, state agencies and child care advocates.  The Consortium was formed to begin preparing a consolidated response to the new CACFP meal pattern regulation when it is issued.  Currently the meal pattern regulation is believed to be held up in the clearance process.  
Call for Wellness Initiatives/Activities 
· The Association is still collecting updates on CACFP Wellness initiatives and other activities underway in state agencies.  The input will be posted on the CACFP NPA website for States to use as a resource for sharing creative ideas and best practices.  
Website
· To view the most up-to-date newsflash and minutes from prior monthly board meetings, always refer to:
http://www.cacfpnpa.org
